TESTIMONY IN OPPOSITION TO HB 1174

TO:
Hon. Dereck E. Davis, Chair, and members of the House Economic Matters Committee

FROM:
Kevin Griffin Moreno, Communications Director/Program Manager

DATE:

March 17, 2005

The Job Opportunities Task Force (JOTF) is an independent, nonprofit organization that promotes better jobs, skills training, and wages for low-skill low-wage workers and job seekers.  One population of interest to JOTF is foreign-born workers, an increasing number of whom are settling in Maryland.  JOTF opposes HB 1174 because it would unfairly target the state’s foreign-born workers and their families.

In Maryland and across the nation, immigrants and their families make significant contributions to the labor force and local economies.

Immigrants contribute to the workforce.  Nationally, immigrants are helping to fill gaps in the labor force.  Projections by the U.S. Department of Labor indicate that the number of U.S. jobs will increase by 20 million between 1998 and 2008, but the number of U.S. workers will increase by just 17 million, due to an aging native-born workforce.  In Maryland, foreign-born workers help fill critical worker shortages in industries such as healthcare, hospitality and tourism, agriculture, and the service sector.

Immigrants help our communities.  Immigrants create new jobs through entrepreneurship and spend their incomes on local goods and services.  A December 2002 report by the Abell Foundation, a Baltimore-based philanthropy, found that a number of American cities have arrested or slowed their declines in population and the steady erosion of their tax bases through influxes of foreign-born residents.  

Immigrants give back to the economy.  According to a report published by the National Academy of Sciences, in 1997 immigrant households paid an estimated $133 billion in payroll, income, and sales taxes to federal, state, and local governments.  The National Immigration Forum reports that “an immigrant and his or her descendants pay an estimated $80,000 more in taxes than they will receive in local, state, and federal benefits over their lifetimes.”  Similarly, a 2002 report from the President’s Council of Economic Advisors found that immigrants contributed between $1 billion and $14 billion to the U.S. gross domestic product in 2000.

A task force to study to study the impact of undocumented immigrants on Maryland’s job market is not necessary.  HB 1174 appears to focus exclusively on negative aspects associated with undocumented workers’ impact on Maryland’s economy.  However, national research shows that the economy and the business community benefit from the contributions of immigrant workers.  JOTF therefore urges an unfavorable report for HB 1174.

