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1) Increase opportunities for low-skill, low-income workers to upgrade their skills through education and training.

· Increase opportunities for low-skill workers to upgrade their skills through adult basic education (literacy, GED and English for Speakers of Other Languages).  
· Adult Education and Literacy Services – Waiting List – Funding (HB 629 and SB 331): Increased by $1.5 million MSDE funding for adult education to reduce adult education waiting lists, created formula for future funding. Outcome: Defeated in committee, however the budget language requested that MSDE submit a proposal by November 15 to the budget committees for an ongoing method of funding and providing adult education and literacy services as a means of reducing the waiting list to the greatest extent possible.

· Met with the Secretary of DBED regarding allowing DBED training funds to be used for adult education. Outcome: DBED showed no interest in changing this policy. The Secretary agrees that adult education is an economic development issue, adult education is under-funded, and suggests GWIB take the lead.

· Remove financial barriers for low-income working adults seeking to upgrade their skills through post-secondary education.  

· Budget: The Governor proposed to increase Educational Excellence Awards (need-based aid for full-time students) by $15.3 million. Outcome: EEA increased by $12.3 million. 

· Budget: The Governor proposed to increase Part-Time Grant awards (need-based aid for part-time students) by $725,000. Outcome: Part-time grants increased by $725,000. 

· Met with the Secretary of MHEC regarding increasing the cost-of-living allowance for commuter students. Outcome: The Secretary proposed inviting JOTF to sit on a state committee to develop the state’s plan for post-secondary education.

· Assist welfare recipients’ long-term earnings capacity by providing increased education and training opportunities.  

· Met with the Director of Family Investment Administration regarding allowing adult basic education and vocational education to count as a work activity for Temporary Cash Assistance recipients. Outcome: Director expressed his intention to ensure that adult education fits into TCA participants’ schedules. However, DHR is moving to require that TCA recipients participate in core activities 24 hours per week. Adult education does not count as a core activity, but can count as part of the 16 additional hours of required activities.

2) Enhance employment opportunities for low-skill low-wage workers 

· Ensure economic development funds are used to create family-supporting jobs by increasing public accountability.  

· Economic Development and Fiscal Accountability Act (HB 1018 and SB 502): Required businesses receiving state economic development subsidies to report the number and quality of jobs created or retained. Outcome: Defeated in committee. Issue referred for interim study.

· Increase funding for workforce training programs.  Prioritize training that meets the needs of employers in sectors with labor shortages.  

· Met with the Secretary of DLLR regarding increasing training funds for entry-level incumbent workers. Outcome: The Secretary did not rule out using the Governor’s discretionary WIA funds for this purpose. The Secretary also expressed interest in alternative sources of funding.

· Maryland Summer Youth Connection Program (HB 794). Outcome: Defeated in committee.

3) Provide the supports needed for workers to stay employed

· Restore funding for childcare support for low-income parents. 

· Budget: Submitted written testimony in favor of restoring the $25 million cut from the Purchase of Care childcare subsidy program last year. Outcome:  Governor flat funding the program. No change in Purchase of Care funding.

· Continue to provide income support to working parents through the state Earned Income Tax Credit.  

· Budget: To offset the regressiveness of a proposed increase in the sales tax, a House amendment would have increased the refundable portion of the state Earned Income Credit from 20% of the federal credit to 25%, phased in over 5 years. Outcome: As the sales tax was not increased, this provision was not included in the final budget.
· Expand access to health care for low-income working parents and children.  

· Public Private Partnership for Health Coverage for All Marylanders (HB 1008 and SB 737 MD Health Care for All bill). Outcome:  No action by committee.

· Community Health Care Access and Safety Net Act of 2004 (HB 1271 with MD Health Care for All amendments increasing access to M-CHIP). Outcome: Failed on the Senate floor.

· MCHIP premiums on families at 185 to 200% of poverty will sunset in July 1, waiting list unfrozen for families 200 to 300% of poverty.  Outcome: Bill renewing premiums was defeated.

· Modernize the unemployment insurance system to serve the modern-day workforce and provide adequate benefits to workers who lose their jobs through no fault of their own. 

· Unemployment Insurance Funding Task Force – Extension (HB 479 and SB 262): Extended the Task Force for one year. Outcome: Passed.

· Increase outreach and simplify access to work support programs for which working low-income families are eligible.  

· Public Assistance – Eligibility for Residents Convicted of a Felony Involving a Controlled Dangerous Substance (HB 1137 and SB 578): Allowed non-custodial parents with drug related convictions to receive food stamps. Outcome: Differing bills passed each house, but died in conference committee for lack of agreement.

4) Reduce barriers to employment for special populations

· Reduce the impact of a criminal record on employment.  

· Criminal Procedure – Expungement of Records (HB 142): Allows expungement of nolle prosequi, stet and probation before judgment despite a subsequent conviction. Outcome: Defeated in committee.

· Criminal Procedure – Expungement – Automatic (HB 624): Requires courts to notify defendants that they have a right to expungement under certain circumstances. Outcome: Passed with Amendments

· Prepare inmates for gainful employment upon release.  

· Correctional Education – Waiting List Reduction Initiative (HB 1180 and SB 199): Required MSDE to develop multi-year process to reduce the waiting list. Outcome: Defeated in committee, however the Budget Reconciliation Act sets transfer of $1 million a year from State Use Industries’ proceeds to MSDE for Correction Ed starting in FY 2006 through FY 2009. Money cannot supplant existing funds.
· Budget: Project RESTART would have converted 218 correctional officers positions to 195 rehabilitative positions, including social workers, counselors and drug treatment providers.  Outcome: A pilot program in two jurisdictions with 50 positions was approved. All Correctional Education positions will be provided by MSDE with funding transferred from DPSCS to MSDE.
· Correctional Services – State Use Industries (HB 629): Directed SUI profits to education and job training programs for inmates. Outcome: No action from committee.

· Stop the child support clock for inmates who have no economic resources and who stand to accumulate child support arrearages during incarceration.  

· Child Support - Driver’s License Suspension - Grounds for Contesting and Appealing (HB 605 and SB 329): Allows obligors who are behind on child support to contest the suspension of their driver’s licenses, and allows Child Support Enforcement to not suspend the license if it would cause the obligor to lose his or her job, or he or she was in arrears because they were unable to meet the payments. Many of the issues in SB 277 and some in SB 217 are now incorporated in SB 329. Outcome: Passed.
· Child Support – Incarcerated Obligors – Suspension of Payments and Accural of Arrearages (HB 366 and SB 277): Established that a child support payment is not past due and arrearages may not accrue during any period in which the obligor is incarcerated and for 60 days after the obligor's release under specified circumstances. Outcome: Defeated in committee. 
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